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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. PA-1039
KEINM HOUSE

Location: Permsylvania, Berks County, Lobachsville Vicinity,
1,1 mi, W, of Tobachsville, Pike Township

Present Owner: Charles M, Boyer, R. D,, Oley, Pennsylvania

Present Use: - Rental Property

Brief Statemwent A good example of an early Pennsylvania German farme
of Significance: house, enlarged by succeeding generations.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, fccording to a peinted, woocden plaque on the southeast gable, the
house was built in 1732. A Joint shows clearly in the masonry indicating
that the house was built in at least two sections, the larger part pro-
bably first., The farm was_started by Johannes Keim who came from Lindau,
Bavaria about 1698 Z:“Blrd._7 According to Croll, Johannes Keim left
Germany after the French invasion of the Palatinate (1688-1697) which
ruined him; visited Pennsylvania in 1698 and staked out a claim in the
Oley valley; returned to Germany where he married Katarina, his first
wife; returned to Pennsylvania in 1706 and settled on his claim living
first in a log cabln, married for a second time in 1732 had a total of
16 children; died in 1753,

B. Reférences:
- 1. Birch,_EﬂifhfWhite "The Huguenot Settlers of Pennsylvanma" The

Historical Heview of Berks County, Vol. VI, Ho. 3, April, 1941,

2. Croll, Annals of the Oley Vallqyg(Reading, Pernsylvania: The
Reading Eagle Press, 1926), pp- 69-74

3. Montgomery, R. Se, "Houses of the Cley Valley"™, The Dutchman,
Vol., VI, No. 3, (w1nt9r, l95hﬂl955), oD 16u26

PART II. ARCHITEGTURAL INFORMATIGN

_ The Keim house is a two story stone farmhouse which has been exteénded
- by an addltlon to the northeast which is about one-third as 1ong asg the
" original house. - The entire house is covered by one long gable ‘roof. The
steep roof and wide proportions are Germanic in character, There are one.

-?,fstory porches across the south and east sides which are covered by shed
- roofs supported by plain, thin wood posts. - These porches were added later,

© % probably in the late nineteenth century.
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HABS No. PA—1039 (Page 2)' :

The fabric is sound and well-maintained as rental property by the
Present owners. -

The foundations and walls are of native limestone, laid in irregular*
random courses.

Due to the remodeling and enlargement of the larger original portion
of the house, it is difficult to determine which doors are original. The
doors are deeply recessed in simple wood frames, The double hung sash
windows are six over six panes, and have solid two papel shutters on both
first and second flocrs.

The roof is a steeply pitched gable, covered at present with tin,
There is a pent roof, betwesen the first and second floor, across the
northwest side which stops short of the corner at both ends, :

The northwest side of the house is very close to the road and parallel
with it. On the southeast side, the land slopes down to the barn and other
puildings, one of which is an earlier house, :
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Drury B. Alexander, Supervisor
Schuyikill Valley Froject, Reading, Pa.
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